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This is owing to a mistake as to the date of the 'death of
Cosimo II which has been stated to be 2 8th February 10:1,
even Napier making this mistake and so stating that Cosimo
II reigned for twelve years and Ferdinand 11 for forty-nine
years.20 But that this is an error is clearly piovecl by the
report on the examination of the coffins in 1857 (sec foot-
note 28), as the 28th February 1620 is the date found on the
leaden plate inside Cosimo II's coffin, and also on the two
gold medallions discovered therein, which lattei fact is con-
clusive It may be wondered how an histoiian like Napier
could be wrong on such a point; but the explanation is that
Napier's history was written in 1847, and so before the
opened coffin came to bear its silent testimony.